


Wondering

A Self-Taught Guide to Feminism

Feminism is hard to pin down. It is almost elusive in its abstract
meaning; it is such a broad word, a word that reflects centuries of hard work
and countless stories.

Feminism is interesting to learn in its trickiness. It does not happen
instantly, or arrive completely—and the concept of “arriving” is the key.
Feminism rarely “arrives”: it is sought out, it is labored for, it is an active
rethinking. Feminism demands rewiring, it necessitates challenging the
status quo and questioning years of what we've been taught.

Our sexisms differ, and so our feminisms are diverse. It has been
wondering—wondering why boys interrupted us while we were speaking,
why our mental illness is invalidated at every turn, why men both on the
street and inside school hallways felt it appropriate to vocalize their
sexualization of our bodies. It has been living as a mixed race gilin a
society that demands you choose to be only one thing, and adopting white
attributes to garner more acceptance from a society that favors them—it has
been living between identities, and finding your own affirmations. Feminism
has been being gay in a heteronormative society that supports the

continuation of your oppression. It has been living in a body, in skin, in spirit,
in cutture, that is valued less by society.

Feminism has been experiencing the continuing dominance of a
white man in the first presidential election we could partake in, our first
oppertunity to mokd our future. it has been watching the first woman major
people who have been emboldened in their racist, sexist, and violent
thoughts.

QOur feminism has been feeling angry about our experiences, and
understanding feminism as it relates to our life, and then cracking it open
and looking for its effect on othars. Feminism, to us now, is knowing that we
are the only people who control our self-worth. It is being told that "boys
don’t like girls with opinions,” but having and speaking them anyway. It is
raising our hands in class. i is knowing that we reserve the right to take up
inteliectual and physical space. It is strength, and knowledge, and strength
in knowledge. Feminism i helping and empowering each other. Feminism is
creating community, but knowing that there is no “universal sisterhood.”

We put all 20 of our pens to paper and used feminism as a lens
through which to wonder about our lives, our experiences, and our values.
In reading each other's pieces, we gained a kaleidoscopic view of how
feminism can be a different type of weapon for every wamior. As students,
we leam from the art and academia created by well-known feminist figures,
and wanted to show how it inspired us to create and share our own
understanding of feminist theory. This s feminism: as lived by the 20
freshmen studenis of ENGL 298 F.

-ENGL 298 F Class of Fall 2016



Mixed Chick

“lIs THIS your mother?”, Questioned incredulously. A question | receive much too
frequently. Hard to befieve that a child with dark skin could possibly have a white mother /
suppose, Whenever faced with this question, | bacome enveloped in emberrassment, and my
brown skin tums red (for a resson that | can't pinpoint). Maybe because the way thet pecple
ask the question makes me feel £o abrormal and mysterious. Abnormal for having parents

with different skin colors, Strange for being a mixture of the two of them,

“White is right”. “Black is whadk”. Thase are the ideas that have surrounded me
since | was bom into this white world. How do [ fare though, since [ am both white AND
black? | need not have any fear! | just need to remember that “fight Is right”, right? I'm
already on the right track. | have been told more than once that | act more white than | do
black. | have baen told that | talk white, and dress white too. Pecple say these things with
pride. [ think that they feel as though they are giving me a compliment, praising me for my
“white® words and actions. It aimost seems as though they think that these “cormpliments”
are going to make me foel batter; “den’t worry, you aren't too Hack!™. They don't make me
fewl better, They make me foel horrible. They make me fesd guilty. But how else am | to
respond other than with a “haha, thank you*? Because # | respond emotionally, and show that
| am hurt, | would be isbaled.., either as the “overly emotional girl®, or the “angry black
woman . [ don’t want to be labelad more than [ al-esdy am. Their words are supposed to be

some gort of consalation for having to ive with what has been deamed a5 a horrible canditien
- belng colared. But because | am mixed, both black and white, | can just pratend 1o be whire!
Iwill just choose! That is as close fo Tving the dream’ as | can get. Hooray!
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I¥ 1 Ik back an my lifa so far, | am able to recognize situations in which | have been
forced to only be half of myself. | do fat know how many exams [ have taken thae, in the
idantificotion portion, ask me ro salact “only ana of the following boxes” to describe my race,
I'd always waste time just sirting there, thinking atout whather | should call myself white or
black thie rime, Oh! Or haw about *Othar®. That box is sometimes an optror, and what &
causa for celabration when it is. | personally slways loved 1o be debumanized by chacking the
box labeled “othar®! Surveys always ask particpants to describe themselves by checking the
bax that best fits them, and here | am once again forcad to pick which race | feel ke mest
that day. | think mast oftan when faced with these racial idartity boxes, [ plck “Black”. | vsed
to think that ¥ the parson bahind the exam or the survey ever dacided to investigate me
further, they would be upset with me for saying thae | was white when [ have Brown skin, |
thought that that may be some sart of insu't to them. And | abways try to avald conflict.
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do? Blame mysel
I thirk ['ve bean acceptad mare by white people than blsck peopls, and | think it's

bocause thay consider me soms 4art of cammunity sarvica. Things weren’t all fine and dandy

aven when | was included though. | had wivte fraends say racist shit towards and arcund me &
of the tima. [ think thay thought that it wouldnt bother me because thiy wera my friands.
And Because [ was mived.., 20 it's not e | was ACTUALLY Black. In my head I'd think, “what



the hall?”, but | weidein't actually say much at all to their faces in response. | had to avoid
Being labeled. And | didn*t want to ruin the few connections ! had to the people thar
acorpted me despite my beown siin,
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How do we, my mixad race friends and family, fit inte o sodety that insists that we
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#round pecple that are uncomiortabie with us, and our porcofved smbiguity? We have to be
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For too fong we have let this white male led socisty here, tell us thet we should be
ashamed of ourseives. We have fet this racist heteropatriarchy govem the wiry v live our
fives because it has made it dear to us from birth that we are differant. We bave to embrace
mdih-na.m“umﬁnmmuuwdm identities that society percelves as
“diffarent”, cannot be changed! Thare is no magic apell we can perform, no prayer that we
£an pray, no surgevy that wa can get faven If we could afford it). Ouw skin s our skin. }t is not
diteeded because it is colored. It is beautiful, We are not “met ___ enough” or “not
encugh®. We balong wherevar we want to be. X is up to us to make this known.

Ihave spent the majority of my yeari on earth thus far, wishing that | could change
the way | locked. 've got kind of curly, kind of wavy hair. It is not stereorypical black hair fit's
not “nappy”), and it ix cartainly not seralght, [ de not think thet | have a sterectyplcal black
noes, o & werectyplcal Black body (sually thought to be voluptuous and curvy). | have my

mom's ayes. Blue eyes. Color changing eyes against my brown akin, shways seem to be a
shock to those | come across. | do not fit into many racial stereatypes in regards to
appaarance or any other agpect, and | have always folt ke koss than bacause of this, | do the
bast that | can, to not anymore. Te not feel like less than. | sm not Joss than anyone eke. | am

mal There & no need for comparison. All of my characteristics make me who | am, and | am
choosing to ne fenger feel ashamed of me. None of us should be ashamed of .

f 3y of you Sro fackmy for 3 selation To Wi probbem snd this ruemsd

of us (aee  hate be tel pouy that thers in't are, There ls me soiition, becawse T

wiptimate preblem, There is 3 dfermnee, Ve are pot = problem. The racist b

We are just differant, and that just makes us unique.
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Closed Lips

I
Sit as | saturate in my stable silence,
Screeching Screaming Silent.
I
Wallow as I whisper wasted words under my wet breath,
Wamting Wishing Waiting,
[
Tremble as the thoughts in my head trickle towards the tip of my tongue.
Tasting Tormented Tethered,
Mom, Dad
'mga........
Hush,
I say 1o myself,
Don’t you dare,
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The Real “F Ward”

By: Harmah Nystrom

Plus size. Chubby. Thick, Sturdy. Overweight. Chunky.
Heavysat, Curvy. Hefty. Big. Pleasantly plumg. Portly.
Hello, my namae is-

What's the point of even giving you my name if I'm going to be labeled bafora | can even utter the
word?

S, ket me make this casy for you
Why dan't you just addrass me by the name F'im most recognizable by
Hello, my name is fat.

ludge me accordingly.

The television flashes brightly. Beautiful skinny women are on the sreen.

They are happy. Thay are loving life. In a word;

Desirable,

Women's heads turn in admiration and envy. Men's necks fick towards them in pure lust,

Desirable.

A feroe-loaking athletic woman In werk sut gear is on the screen. She is exgrosing, worklng ug a
besd of sweat that seductively trickles down her neck,

Desirable.

She looks directly into my eyes and | know that &s she speaks, she ks taliing to me and me along,
“Tired of baing fat?”,

Unidesirable,

She means “Tired of being undesiable ¥,

The anly versicn of myself | see in this world is the version that society wishes | would just shrink
inte already,

Both literally and figurathvely | don®t fit into their bos
Their narrow definition of beauty Is something that | could never even hope to soueeze nto.
My fife has been an eternity of being both invisible and the “eleghant® in the rooe all a1 once,

But | could just get bess fat, right?

Sucking in my stomach harder gnd harder

lean™ breathe

Am | pratty yet?

Once | pull enowgh of myself out of view will | be worth it?

Desappearing is the best magic trick | could ever do for you.

Sawing mryself in half comas at & dose second,

To make myself less and bess is to make mytaif more and more beautiful,

But beauty is pain, right?

I couldn"t do It.

| knew what thay would be thinking.

| Begin ta rack my brain for answers

| search the entirety of myself for a way out
Thara is no avoiding this interrogation

Mty breathing picks up

All eyes are on me

|7



1 brace myself for the imapending blows

Once | speak sbout this topic that Il be sl thay think | talk albmt
T'm damned i | do and I'm damned i | do’t

I"m stuck between & rock and a hard place

That weouldnt even be a consideration of someane smaller

| promise that | am mare than just this

“Hay Harnah! What are you having for lunch today ™

But | could Jusst not eat, right?

Syicks and stores will break my bones

Bust naevess well never hurt me?

Thers i 3 constant bombardment of words.

Soft orves, harsh anes, kind anes, unsslicited ones

Words everywhare.

Mo escape.

*pegple of your size shouldn't wear that®

=Wiow, 1 lave the fact that you'ne confident enalagh to weat that™
*Are y0u SUrE you want to eat that?”

“Dion't warry, this Wi hige all of your “protlem areas™

“ahat are you 1aking about, you're not faL, you're beautifull”
some of these are intended to heal

Otheers intard to burt

People knack me down ard then fain being the hera, extending a hand

Onfy to play the victim afterwards saying they got hurt- siting my size as the tisue

It was too much of a strain on them to pick of the pleces of me that shattered during the fafl that
they caused

That's oy
My fingers bleed just the same when | pick them up,
But it's my fault for having the audacty 10 believe that | had the same right 1o these spaces 3s you

The same right to live a life where poooledon'ﬂulthnﬂ-cvn«dmwwbemenumorolmy
stoty, telling me how o feel

The same right to be a part of a world where | am not prejudged based on the arbitrary number
that comes stitched inta my dathing, 5o Important that it might as well be my social security
aumber, of better yet, etched into my soul

The same right o live in 8 world where people do not turn up thelr noses 3t me for Tving my life
but Instead turn away from the putrid stench of prejudice emanating from their very being

Names and verbal stime will hurt me at the time
But your actions will stways define you

But 'm just bemg overly sensitive, right?

Poor, poar me.

1 must be constantly unhappy.

| must hate everything about myself.

It's s0 brave of me to even go out in public like this #lnsplration,
Hmmmmm, how about no?...

Yeah, | Bke it, no.

Na freaking way.

| ive every day in this body of mine; not you.
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judgement.

1 know all of its freckles, its stretch marks, its weird scars that 1 don't remember Fevwd thay gL

there,

1 know haw gaod It can loak.

| know that it has had amazing hugs fram people who needed it most.

1t has been besten and bruised through countiess sports practices and games.
It has been painted up for theatre.

It has been forced into the world's ugliest outfits
(#nd been foreed to pase for photographic evidence of said outfits)

| know that | am s3ill warking to improve it

For myself and no one else.

Pl size. Chubby. Thick. Sturdy. Overweight. Chunky.

Heavyset, Curvy. Hefty. Big. Measantly pluma. Porthy.

Beautiful,

| knvaw that | love mys2if and 'm hagpy, snd that's all that should matter.
50, let's try this again.

Hello, my name i Hannah
Judge mae accordingly

But it's my jeb to conform 1o your ignorance, rght?

Wreng.

Ul

|

Gail Pierson is a badass. In the late 1950's,
she saw men rowing on the Charles rver
and wanted to join in on the fun, too. She
practiced and practiced and, 0 and behoid,
she ot better and wanied to competel So
ghe entered herself in the Head of the
Charles singles race. She was the first
woman o ever do s0.

Years pass. American women rowers band
together to send a boat to the Olympics. Gad
asks Bud Smith (head of the National
Rowing Federation, the organization that
funds all the men's trips) to help them out
and foot the bill for their trip too. After all, R is
the OLYMPICS!

He sends them a check for $450.

Gall Pierson sends it back.

Gail Pierson doesn'l setie.

............................................................

...............

it is 2016. Thousands of high school young
women have joined their local crew teams.
Many of them will go on 1o row in college,
and maybe even the Olympics. But hardly
any of them know Gail's name. Why do we
forget the women who fought for us? Why
don't we leam about them in school, too?
Gail, this one’s for you,
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One day last summer | was walking around
Groen Lake with a friend, iced coffees in
hand. | saw a cluster of pull up bars just off
the path and handed her my coffee, athiete
that | am. There was already a man using .
one and he smerked at me.
*Going to try @ pull up?

They're harder than they look!" He laughed.
| laughed, too,
Thmlvrﬂtedwtuuhu',ludedmrlmy
hair behind my ears, and did & perfect pull

up.
I politely smiled at the man and took my iced
coflee back from my friend. We kept walking.

1}

A: "1 like that our team has a record board”

J: *Yeah It's pretty Insparational 1o see all the

bes! athletes up there™

A: °l just wish there were same girts on it*

J: *Find a girl on our team who can beat

Nick’s 15 minute 5K run. Then get back to

m,.

A: “Yeah but only highlighting male athletes

kond of seems sexig!, doesn't it7

J:"It's not sexist, girs just arent 85 good®

A “Girls deserve their own record board!”

J: “Oh not this ferninis! shit again®

Update: | made a record board for the gurls.

It's bigger and better than the old one for the
5

guys.
J is bitter.
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MY FEMINIST RANT

ON DoRALD TRUMP

If we are the land of the free and the home of the brave then

..
LEAD REWEEN THE LINES.

who is brave enough to stand for our freedom-—for our

oquality? This is not an activist blowing things out of

proportion. This is an eighteen year old woman who is

Wiss U

furious. | don't speak out much but these words need to be

mmedaiely e leteo

a3

sald. When Donald Trump said he could grab a woman by her

he Howan

gentalia, a mother told CNN that *boys will be boys.” Fuck

1er. 201

Y reporter for
mothn wn Esg

that. Boys will be held accountable for thelr actions and thewr

words. This is not locker room banter, this is 2 display of the

awing

character who will be our next president, This is not the

pt Trump on
HDout Ihe

nt

meodia distorting our view, this s reality. These are not

Jou

mokated incidents of candidnaess, they are collective proof

Donakd Trump or

Sgsin and sgain that Donald Tump Is sexist

Donakl

Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me this

many times and shame on m«

Donald Trump while

“"YOU WOULDN'T HAVE YOUR JOB IF YOU WEREN'T BEAUTIFUL"

“IF HILLARY CLINTON CANT SATISFY HER HUSBAND WHAT

YOU DON'T WANT TO BE WITH THEM LONG TERM. BUT FOR THE SHORT

) letnale Inwyer

pto

Yonakl

DOESN'T MATTER WHAT THEY WRITE ABOUT YOU 50 LONG AS YOU'VE GOT A BEAUTIFUL PIECE OF ASS."

"THEY'RE ALWAYS THE BEST IN BED
TERM, THERE'S NOTHING LIKE IT.

“YOURE DISGUSTING."
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When you come from a family who has given so much to you, the only thing you
granddaughter of immigrants, and a lot comes along with that, you must know

mast 10 succeed Culture Isn't the only thing nunning through the veins of immigrants;
paszed down from generaticn to generation

ARA G A gfipA¢

can think about is how you can give back to them, Like many. | am a daughier and
where you come from, but not let it hold you back, you must face more barriers than
hard work, determination, and resilience does as well. The will of immigrants get

I am what I choose to become.”

Being a descendent of an immigrant family puts a toll on a person. Being set back
through many abstacles ta makes our lives easier for us. They do it for us because
to, 5o that we don't have to struggle to make ends meet like they did Everyone's
resilience that they have, all of which gets pasted down to us We all alsp feel this
spoken about, but believe me it 5 there, You can see itin everytheng that we do. »
tan is to pay back for &l that our loved ones has done for us.

-Carl Gustav Jung

from the start and having 1o see ones' parents be strong for their kids and work
they are our parents, they love us, so they endure hard work <o that we do not have
stories may not be the same but we all can see the hard work they put forth and
strong gratitude towards our parents and family members. it may nat always be
The drive that you see, the push that we give curselves to do the best that we possible

Anjelysia Ramires



Honey?

A heavy lidded eye
“she's smart
...good at math”®

full lips
*she's sexy
hopefully not a whore"

blond hair
“they have more fun"

a wide, open eye
“she seems s0 innocent,
docile,
submissive”
pale skin
“pure,
just my sort of woman

a small nose )
“not too ethnic A
—a good Christian girf®

big hips, tiny waist
“curvy in all the right places®

short, petite :
"small enough that you can throw her around”

plucked, waxed, timmed
“it's not infantile, hair is just gross"

big breasts, big butt
“nobody wants to make out with a surfboard”

perfectly tanned
small feet
defined calves
thin fingers
thick hair
closed mouth

“why aren’t you smiling, honey?"

Honey?

Honey?

Honey?

Honey?

Honey?
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“Can I get a hug?”
[ look up at the guy
Stumbling across the street, towards me

No.
“Can | get a hug?"

No.
“Can | get a hug?”

No
*Can 1 get a hug?”
"No, sorry.”

[ don't tell anyone,
cause | know Ishouldn't be.

“Hey, how’s 1 going?”
Ve hadn't talked in months,

Three of my friends had a thing with him.
Are they the other?
"Want to grab coffee?”

s My
shouldn't have i b
ien 4 benc
Throws her arms in the zir
Dances around
You can see her stomach,
only a sliver,
A "redneck” drives by,
honks twice
relve, we laugh.

‘anol- and to all the
((ttle at'rls who are
Mltchc‘ng this, NeVer
doubt +hat yow Qare
valuable and” Powerful(
and oleserving of eue.ry
Chance and oppertuntt
(n the world to purfue
and achteve your own
dream$§ "

“Thes loss hurts, but please
Never Stop be(c‘eumg
that flghting for whats
V('ghf (5 worth (+

—Hillary Clinton Concession Speech
deliyerdot November 9, 2976

~ Emill:j Storr



My Voice Is a Liabilicy
By Annabe| Paulsen .

My voice is a liability. It s a nisk @ use, a gamble whose chanees are dependent on
o partics—mysell and my audience—and it is a gamble with no winner. No, it has only 3
loter, the gambler, who wagers credibility and embarrassment, and who is already the lower
handed party in a rigged game. My voice is my weapon of cheice, but it is not a straight
shooter, It quivers and trembles, its aim weary and uncertain, Sometimes | shoot mysell in the
foot without even reicasing rthe trigger.

My voice is the source of much anguish. It use has resulted in misfortune and
mustake; its heaviness has weighed on my heart many a seepless night I feel the need to place
a disclaimer here: | have in the past chalked these nerves up o my being a generally anxious
person. | worry, a lot, about things that other people comsider trivial, But the truth of that
inclination, my prochvity to include a disclaimer in the first place, is indicative of the pressure
frel 1o defend myself in cvery fecling, thought and action. That pressure is placed there by
SOCIEry, :m i constant belitiling of my experiences and predisposition to invalidate my

fve,

In high school, | suppressed my voice; I hesitated to share literary analyses, the kinds
of work of which 1 was typically most proud, for fear of disapproval. | agonized over small
discussions, ten minute presentations, single commenis and slide shows. 1 couldn't read aloud a
line from the art history textbook without silendy seanning it a few times first, leat | fumbled
the words. My voice was a Lability, you see; it heid my reputation in its proverbial hands, my
integrity at the end of its wther,

Before speaking, my heart races. My palms begin to swear. | have © rehearse
sentences in my mind several imes before articulating them, and by that dme, the
conversation has oficn moved on o a different topic. Sometimes 1 have to write my thoughts
down first. If 1 do speak, my voice sounds shaky to my own ears. I don’t know if others notice.
All I know is that [ feel panicked, I feel dread,

I have grown in confidence through adolescence, and found more strength in my
veice, but my level of discomfiort varics with the audience—and 1 feel mare comfortable
among women. | fecl the least amount of judgment there, the highest level of seceplance, 1 feel
that if | am wrong, | will be respected regardiess, 1 feel that my ideas are being absorbed, and
that my audience is not Lsienmg only with the intention of voicing their response, My pulse
hrcomes more temperamental, but it is more casily quelled. My thoughts are more coherent
because I do not feel they are under amack

My body speaks a truth of being a2 woman,

Assumptions of women's intelligence and men's dominance swim in the
undercurrent of academia. Being a woman, in my experience, has meant combatting people
who believe I should be silenced. It has meant being constandy afraid of being wrong. It has
meant feanng that my intelligence could at any moment be compromised. And for me, being
wrong, particularly in sharing my epinion, has fokt equivalent to failure,

Why are young women so afraid to speak our minds, so fearful that eur heart races
and palms sweat? Why do | feel that my credibulity is constantly liable to depledon?

Al holedays, when politics are being discussed, my views are admonished with my
grandmother's flick of the hand. “No offense honey,"” she says, "but | have Bved for much
longer then you. 1 know how the world works.™ Age is 2 wmall factorin knowing that fact. The
oldest nominee for president was just elected to succeed Barack Obama, and 1 don't think he
knows the shghtest bit about bow the world works. (Incidentally, [ think my grandmother
voted for bam.)

My body is a mruth of being young.

Young women are often expected 1o be wrong. Young people are expecicd to be
uninformed, and women have formerly been relegated to the homes: out of the public,

intellectial, and polical spheres. We millennials are apatheric, disconnected, irresponsible,
Who cares what we have 10 sry?

But women of color have been disrcspected—encluded—within these realms even
more 3. As much as | have felt anxiety m speaking, my whitencss has privileged me with a
more socurt impresson of safety than has been granted o others. | can voice my opinions with
less wwepadztion than many women of calor, as | have less risk of retribution. As a woman, my
opiuons are les assumed eredible, but 23 & white worman: my race has unjustly awarded me a
larger and more sturdy pedestal. My megaphoae i lowder, my words receved as more
trustworthy,

My body is & truth of being & young woman,

And the frighzening bit, s that my body is right L

A fow years agn, | was out to breakfast with close family friends. Three bovs, aged
thirteen to twenty, and me, sitting around a table with pancakes and eggs. It was summer, and
I don't remember bow it came up, but somehow I found myself stunred ar the image of my
oldest friend talking—mno, joking—about catcalling. He, 2 twenty-year-old colicge student, was
defending his actiong with the argument that be's never going to see these women agam—a
comment w which 1 otgected in my sixieen-year-old self-conscous anger. They laughed at my
indigraton, “Oh, beeause (s happened to pox 30 many tmes,” one of them mocked. It had 1
was, in fact, one of those women that T wad ‘never going Lo see again.’

I triedd 10 articulate rysel—but my beart was already racing ard my confidence was
already dwindbng, and my cheeks were flushing red with embarrassment. And ther laughier
was lowd, loud enough that | could not speak over i T could not drown aus the chuckles and
boars with my young woman vosce. They knew bener—that was the meuage T was receiving,
Not bocause they were older, or because they were more informed, but because they were
menn.,

Saciety functions on levels of ingrained rraditionalism. The heteropatriarchy has
eatablished norms that are sull being rejected. Even o boys in class "respect”™ what we have o
say, they still intermupt s, Tt is an autesnatic, mstmctve msponse to stop our thoughts, 1o speak
over gur voices, Tam alraid w speak, ard my body knows. When I forgey, it bs prepared w
remind me, at the expense of my words and my comdctian.

Why are women afraid 1o seeak?
Why are women afraid 10 speak?
Why are women afraid 1o speak?

Because when a woman speaks, she speaks for all women. And when women are
seen as uninformed, namve, and wrong, we are placed in the precarious position of having 1o
defend ourselves, to constantly prave that we are the exception to the norm. We are faced with
embarrasment, wepidation, fear, Fear of judgment, frar of f2ilure, fear of recribuion. T am
afiraid of being 'put in my place.’ Maybe [ don't want to speak about my own uncerainey,
about whas 1 don't know, because [ will be shamed for a lack of knowledge 1 have not ver had
the opporiunity 1o curaze. Maybe | don't share my opinion in class Jest 1 be wrong, and | don't
want to jropardize my reputation of being smart, Maybe | remain silent around a table of
boys, ar family members, or atherwise because 1 don™ want o embarrass myself,

We o not have 1o defend oursclves. We have noting o prove. For we are not
CXOCPHAns 10 3 OOITN, WE ATE INSUTEENLS AZAInst its preservation,

My voice has become a Labiliy,

But I'm going 10 use it anyway.
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Tread
Lightly.........

2016 has been a strange, dark and eventful year for the world. We have seen
one of the most contraversial Olymplc games, the Zika Virus, Breait, and so much
more. There have been happy events and sad, ones that change the world for the
better, md owes that make it worse, Bt the event that has really taken its tall om oll
of ws is the U.S. Election. America has had elections before, but none has aver been
like the race between Hillary Clinton and Donald Tramp. It has been 2 race thal has
divided America twa distinct teams and has givew them a sease of parmission 19 show
their true tolors,

Ever since Donald Trump has been elected at President, there has baen an
saslanght of hate crimes a d violence across the country. Unfortunately, it lsn't as if
we haven't aver seen hate crime befora in our communities, but there surely bas been
an wp rise ever since Trump has baen elected. There are many theories as te why
Donald Trump has won this election, one of the main ones is that he spaaks for the
white man whe feels oppressed. The white man feels that his country isa't doing all
that it should for him and that it is helping the less fortunate too much. Even though it
cam be an over generalization, many of these people are alse racist, sexist and close
minded. They do not beliave in equality, and they think seffishly on many lemls.

What Donald Tramp has done is legitimized their bittor thoughts and feclings.
He speaks ugly words of hate and discrimination md they are aired out to milions of
people across the world and in sur Jocal communities. This In turs has made & 30em
okay for sther to do 30, And even though this is America and we have freedom of
speech, everyon e alse has a right to ba here ad there should be in no way anew form
of secial construct that provents that, These radical individuals and groups and
performia g harrid acts sverywhere we sea. My colered friends are waking up to their

cars sitting in their drive ways whers they left them except now they have been spray

painted with racial slurs. Girls my age are walking out of wniversity building and are
baing struck on the back of the head for wearing hijab,

And it isn’t only grown people indicting pain on others, Adults are influencing
their kids teo. it hurts te say how many Facebook posts | have seen from parents about
the heart ache they have sulfered from their Hispanic child being 1o1d their “time is
wp™ when they are only in the third grade. A third grader shouldn't talk like that. A
third grader’s only worry should be abowt what tolors they get ont of the crayon bor. it
isn't fair te half the population to feel objectifind by the other half. Yes, we may have
some exfreme differences. But that does not mean ene side belongs more than the
other. Denald Tramp has made it seem this way though.

He isn't even President yet and he has already showed us that he will not
support and halp tha baM of the commiry that did nat vote for him. He encouraged
violence and Begativity towards them when they chowed at bis rallies, and has yet te
comment on the swastikas that are being spray painted on local land marks acress the
conntry. He does wot say anything, and therefore there is no one to stop and tame
these whe are only listening to him. His campaign was based on hatred and fear 5o
now there are peeple actually think itls okay to push black peeple arcund and try to
put them in the place they were in decades ago. Itis traly mind boggling that we now
have a leader whe is not only s symbol of hate and a langhing stoch scross the planet
bat also does nothing to combat this hate. it is his duty to create & safe and open
enviroamant but ho has done pothing but open paths of destruction and darkness to
us. All we can do mow to protect eurselves is to tread lightly amopgst what is up
against us but to also stand strong.

.
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2.) The capacity of freedom to act on behalf of oneseif
4.} The dominance assoclated witha gender binary system that presumes
heterosexual ity as a social norm
8.) Advantages some people have due to their status Or position in soclety

10.) Being aggressive, rational, and aleader are character|stics
Across

1) Looking at ferninlsm through numerous lenses, an____ approach

3.)“Grabthem bythe __ "

5.} Author who wrote Postry is Not @ Luxury

6.] Reducing women to things, not valuing them for their humanity

7.) Considered by many to be a faminist pop icon

9.) You can't be a feminist If you don't Support ___, as argued by bell hooks

If you don't like something, change it.
If you can’t change it, change your attitude.
-Dr Maya Angelou




Daily Affirmations for a community that is

Hurting:

1. We are more than just a hashtag.

2. Will will protect the innocence and
youth of our children from a word that
refuses 0 do so.

3. Our stories do not have to end with
body bags or incarceration,

4. Celebrating our Blackness is not a
crime.

5. Qur voices have and will continue to
move mountans,

6. We come from a cutture that is built
on strength and collectiveness, and we will
continue to honor it in our daily actions.

1. That We Matter.

May 227 2010
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1 wander if identiry can be qualifed.

Thi past eherbon has mtroduced more questions sboat myself than abour other
pesple T have seen what 38 maide others. Tremors have fractared thar wall, memors tat cacked
sivers and rouls, and splis bulldings, | have seen what 1 innde others because thar shin has
splmtered, That slen has peeled like paint oa a building, So hey mose

Chiet the course of this electon, white supremacests and neo-Nazis inflated wirh
suppost, from Trump and his sesociates, and from hus eoaliton. They were emboldened—thesr
belicfs had bien granted justification sed validugen from a pressdentul pomanes, now & pretidenr.
dect. His chiel advisor & transpasentdy anti Semite; his supporters bave verbally and geaphically
astacked Jewsh jousnaliss and public figures with shurs andd phote-shopped images of children in
s chambers puarded by Tnamp hamsclf,

I a; Jewish, T am from a heavily Jewish area—Chicago was filled with Jewish Polish
and Russian inmigrents beginning in the 1870, wnd Jeadsh popubitons sull inkabin maay of its
sulburbs 30d commumnites today. | have been susrounded by so many Jewish people m my bfe that
I forjet that kess than rwo percent of the United States” populition idenifies with the religroa.

T 4m Jewish, but T feel the need to qualify this [ am not practicing, and Tam
mgnzficantly |:es dedicated than many Jews that 1 know, 1 do not sdbeze to religion, in geaessl—I
am oot certaly 4 god, T do pot follow traditional beliefs and | do not follow the teachings of the
Torh My mether is Jewish, and that marelineal Boodline grants 3 certain clam 10 Jodaim B
derpite attending several bar-mitavaks, T did pot have my own. My parents dad not feel strongly
abaut mehignon, and then fime passed and it became too late to anstill any. | have pever attendad
pemple, and | dow't speak sy Hebrew o Yiddieh, but for a few pragess and pheases that ey MNana
gl theows sound. Baruch Auh Adonad, Flobdnu Mclech Ha'Olam, iz is the beginning of most
pravers thar | kaow afrer years of Rosh Hashanah and Hanoukah celebearions. 1 had to Google
the acsual werds because T only know them phonetically. Everyone else in my By bas poos o
Sunday school, gotten a formal Jewish education. My cousins have all been bat-mitrvabed, [ can't
bt bt feela bat ledt behane,

1 kave not been persecuted in the way that several of my Jewish friends kave. T have a
sgmaficant ot of whits peivilege, relative 1o the world and within the Jewish community.
Every woman onomy mother's side of the family hae gotten a nose job, Ske prew up in 1970
Irvine, Califrrnia, surrounded by whate gads with brgght blond hair, who tessed sod osrracized her
for her houk nose and dirk curls, She bad her surgery by fourtzen, sround the same age a9 ber
wieter and ber mother before ber,

I éid not wnherit this nose. | got my dad’s Dansh features and ey moen's hairy asms. 1
thiak a Jot about whar | have been grven along with an Anglo-Saxon nose: T saved thousands on
phasne surgery, emotional strife on rejecton. The siereotypes assochated with beang Jewish do aot
apply to me

And g | bave ardved again and sgain it this guestion: am | Jewish crough to idensify
with being Jowish?

If pou think of Judsism a5 o culture, then abdity and decison s identify with it are
malleable. | chink that is one facet of it feel much closer 0 my mother’s Jewish iy, | enjoy
those bolidays greatly more than those regasding Cheistianity, My Jewish farmily ahwevs makes an
effort i diseuss politics sround the table, and conmect current social justice ssues w the old
seories. Judsism feels warmet to me; [ feel mose welcomed

But can [adenrify with [udsism culnarally without ussocitng with 1 relipious
positons? Can [ choose an ientity without enduring its persecution?

Aad that is the trouble with Judaim—u chudes clissification. [t is a religion, based on
thearisd ol 4 god with myths 3nd traths and stories, with priyers and duses and ndisions. It
follows the writings of the Torah, the Ol Testament, But it has a hingope—Hebrow—selatively
rpadﬁrmi.ui:hmhhud_l:kuedmi:hﬂlumghu-mhuphu,inhmclmny,;
land, Enpomant erough dmiti;uwdmhﬂﬁfrmmandmﬁmm&ihmrﬁdﬁ;dw
that affect my whateness? Is anti-Semitism akin 10 racismn? I not, then what is it?

Vdon't know whese Judaisen falls. I don't know where Jewishness Falls; | don’t know
where | fall T do oot want to ake without giving, to appropriste wishour Fght, merir, elaim. T
dm'lhnwwhu Varn ansd what I deserve. | wonder if [ can feel persoenily victimised by the eno
Semitism rife in this election. | wonder if | can liy claim 10 a0 mdividual offense, i that clyim i
not viside to those who victimize me. The skin thae has splintered, the sion that las peeled off of
my ewe bady, ks revealed nothing but snother layer. [ know not whas lies beaearh it

But I do kaow that [ don't baw to knoa:. 1dentity cudes classification a¢ Judaism does.
Questiuning my own legitimacy i unprodctive. | am, thercfore 1 am_ [ don't bave m extraet gad
Muud.pﬂnﬁwno{mﬁdl.Innhpudgmuqdﬂngs,mdlunb:mn,minppuﬂr.

My idensity i how | feed when | e to “Extraondinary Gid® by Green Day, and
mShrhppurd'bym'nmnumrﬂldpu themn ona playlst for me when 1 was cight.

M}-_lﬂendlﬂlmqnhtm:ddnlbwpt&nm a thrift store. My identiy is the Eleven City Dines
Chicago mug sitting on my shelf. My identity is all of the different ways in which my best friend
knows me,

- How much of sdentity is what you choose? How much s what is iven 10 you? [ don’t
think it maners. [dentty is just that. 1t does 00t basy ieself with surhentication. It does not
wartant proof,

la

m, therefore 1 am, and that s enough.
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Society teaches us from
birth what the ideal form of
beauty is, and many people

aspire to fit within these

strict standards. By
changing to conform to
these ideals, we are
furthering the idea of
oppression. We cannot
believe these requirements
to be valid, and it is our job
to end this cycle by
embracing our differences.

Taejah Jones
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"I raise up my voice—not so I can shout,

but so that those without a voice can be heard...

we cannot %

succeed when half of us are held back."

¥

—Malala Yousafzai
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an open letter
o my “fomerest” friend
From. avery

take thal word out of your mouth
It doesnt belong 1o you

It belongs to the women who marched, who wrote, who fought, who yeled,
Yvho stayed up lame
And woke up early
To write Our Bodies, Oursetves
To sit on a bus or a train
WHEREVER THEY DAMN WELL PLEASE
And sink their testh info the men who push them around
To risk |ife and mb and livelihood to help women trest their bodies
with autonamy
To demand more and more and more because women fucking
desarve it
These women can wear the badge of farmnism.

You?
You came to my feminist club and put In your two cents about why calling
out sexism i important and how we need o respect women and though |
appreciate that

You
voted for
Trump.

‘—.J



Because
"He has good business policies, Avery!
Don't you see? Hillary would have
ruined this aconomy.”

Because you have a house. A large house.

And seven cars (yes! | counted!) and a yacht and two private
planes and another house and from the five years 've known you |
can tell you've never wanted for anything, excepl maybe a basic
understanding of the way our political system values some lives
over others

It's not that all this wealth inherently makes you a bad person but when you
put on your rose colored Chanel sungasmandlenpenp#emmp
complaining and to
just go to college and
just get a job and
just don't have an abortion because it's
just a baby jesus christ it ¢an't be that
expensive and honesily even if you
were raped like it's probably for the bast
that you have the child because who
fucking gives a shit that you're only
seventeen and you were just getting
started
And
“Can we not talk about privilege? Because avery lol i'm like the poorest
person in my parent's circle of friends i'm seriousty so embamrassed when
i'm around them!*

Shut up

Shut up!! Fve wanted to tell you that for so many years SHUT UP SHUT UP
SHUT THE HELL UP YOU ARE NOT A FEMINIST

TAKE THAT PRECIOUS WORD OUT OF YOUR MOUTH

UNTIL YOU REALIZE THAT NOT EVERY WOMAN'S LIFE IS
YOURS UNTIL YOU START TO CARE ABOUT THEM AND THEIR
WELLBEING TOO

YOU ARE NOT A FEMINIST

>







